Treatment strategies for acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
We analyzed LFS in adults, adolescents, and children with ALL treated by using different therapies and therapeutic strategies. In most instances, the strategy of initial chemotherapy followed by transplantation in those who relapse produced the highest LFS. Results of HLA-identical transplants were generally superior to those of autotransplants. However, many persons do not have donors and should be considered for autotransplants or possibly for transplants from partially or fully HLA-matched related or unrelated donors. These persons are also potential candidates for evolving therapeutic strategies such as immune therapy or lymphoid growth factors.